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Council Meeting 1 
 Minutes 2 

April 16, 2007 3 
 4 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, 5 
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:30pm 6 
 7 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 8 
 9 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Councilman President Heveran 10 
led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 11 
 12 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, 13 

Hawkins, Puzzo, Raucci 14 
 15 
Council Absent: Councilwoman Raspa-Gore 16 
  17 
Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney 18 

Jack Terhune Borough Administrator  19 
 20 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 21 
 22 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 23 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 24 
 25 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 26 

 27 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES  28 

 Adoption of Ordinance 04-07 entitled: 29 

 30 
CALENDAR YEAR 2007 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL 31 
BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP 32 
BANK  33 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 34 

 35 
A motion was made by Councilperson Hawkins seconded by Councilperson 36 
Heveran to pass on final reading Ordinance 04-07. 37 

 38 
ROLL CALL Councilperson, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci, voted yes  39 

 Councilpersons Raspa-Gore and Puzzo were absent. Ordinance 04-07 Adopted. 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
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 Adoption of Ordinance 05-07 entitled: 45 
 46 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 47 
MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 48 
 49 
A motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to 50 
adopt Ordinance 05-07. 51 
 52 

 ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci voted yes. 53 
 Councilpersons Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, were absent. Ordinance 05-07 adopted. 54 
 55 

INTRODUCTION OF BUDGET 56 

 57 
Resolution 07-78 Introduction of 2007 Municipal Budget 58 
 59 
A motion was made by Council President Heveran seconded by  60 
Councilperson Hawkins to approve Resolution 07-78 introducing the 2007 61 
Municipal Budget 62 

           63 
Mayor Cherchi asked what changes had been made to the Budget. Borough 64 
Administrator Terhune explained the changes made. 65 
 66 
Council President Heveran thanked Mr. Terhune and Ms. Becker for the work 67 
they did on the Budget for 2007. 68 
 69 
Councilman Hawkins also thanked Mr. Terhune. Councilman Hawkins said a lot 70 
of work has been accomplished so far this year and Mr. Terhune has worked to 71 
keep the Budget down. 72 

  73 
             ROLL CALL Councilperson, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci, voted yes 74 

 Councilpersons Puzzo and Raspa-Gore were absent Resolution 07-78, 2007 75 
Municipal Budget introduced. 76 

 77 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 78 
 79 
No one spoke 80 
 81 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 82 
 83 
Finance Administration and Personnel – Council President Heveran reported that the 84 
Municipal budget has been introduced.  85 
 86 
Laws and Ordinances – No report. 87 
 88 
Police – Councilman Raucci reported the Police Committee has met the following items 89 
were discussed; Police Overtime, the need to get officers back on duty. Officer Oxnard 90 
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has been assigned the Broad Avenue.  There is a need for temporary dispatchers as there 91 
are currently two dispatchers out on medical leave.  92 
 93 
Fire – Council President Heveran read a letter from Mrs. Wangheim who thanked Mr. 94 
Arnold Davenport and Mr. Greg Goldman, both Leonia firemen who helped her dig out 95 
her car after the last ice storm. Council President Heveran thanked the Fire Department 96 
for weekend storm related calls they responded too. Council President Heveran reported 97 
the new Rescue Truck was dispatched to New Milford to help with the evacuation of 98 
residents. 99 
 100 
Ambulance – no report 101 
 102 
Public Works – Councilman Hawkins reported on the progress with sharing the salt shed 103 
with Teaneck. The Committee is also looking at alternative styles in buildings. 104 
Councilman Hawkins also reported on the work to be done in Lakeview Park.  105 
Councilman Hawkins commended the DPW for the outstanding job in the storm over the 106 
weekend. 107 
  108 
Real Estate and Insurance Committee – no report 109 
 110 
Administrator – Mr. Terhune thanked all the Borough Volunteers, DPW, Police Fire 111 
and Ambulance for the outstanding work they did in the weekend storm. Mr. Terhune 112 
discussed with the Governing Body the downtown improvement projects; three of the 113 
five projects or “TEA 21”projects.  Mr. Terhune is working with the County of Bergen to 114 
extend the road repaving 50’ in either direction. The repaving is scheduled the Tuesday 115 
and Wednesday, April 24 and 25th. In discussions with the County it was decided to do 116 
the work when school was closed. Negotiations are on going with the White Collar 117 
Union. 118 
 119 
Mayor – Mayor Cherchi appointed Kathy Vivianni as second Deputy OEM Coordinator 120 
at the request of Ron Chace. 121 
 122 
Special Bodies – Councilman Hawkins thanked the Recreation Department for the 123 
opening day baseball ceremonies. 124 
 125 
RESOLUTIONS 126 
 127 

A motion was made by Council Resident Heveran, seconded by  128 
 Councilperson Hawkins to approve Resolutions 07-84 through 07-99 and 07-101 129 
           130 
             ROLL CALL Councilperson, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci, voted yes.  131 
            Councilpersons Raspa-Gore, and Puzzo, was absent. Resolutions approved 132 
  133 

Resolution 07-100 – Councilman Raucci asked for a separate vote; a motion was 134 
made by Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Choi to approve 135 
Resolution 07-100. 136 



 4

Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi and Hawkins voted yes. 137 
Councilman Raucci abstained. Councilpersons Raspa-Gore and Puzzo were 138 
absent. 139 
Resolution 07-102 – A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded 140 
by Councilman Hawkins to approve Resolution 07-102. 141 
 142 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi and Hawkins voted yes. 143 
Councilman Raucci abstained. Councilpersons Raspa-Gore and Puzzo were 144 
absent. 145 
 146 
Resolution 07-103 – A motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, seconded by 147 
Councilman Choi to approve Resolution 07-103. 148 
 149 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi and Hawkins voted yes. 150 
Councilman Raucci abstained. Councilpersons Raspa-Gore and Puzzo were 151 
absent. 152 
 153 
Resolution 07-104 – Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman 154 
Raucci, made a motion to approve Resolution 07-104. 155 
 156 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi and Hawkins voted yes. 157 
Councilman Raucci abstained. Councilpersons Raspa-Gore and Puzzo were 158 
absent. 159 
 160 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 161 
 162 
 Introduction of Ordinance 06-07 entitled: 163 
 164 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II “BOARD OF 165 
ADJUSTMENT” BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 37-10C 166 
 167 
A motion was made by Council, seconded by Councilman to adopt on first 168 
reading Ordinance 06-07. 169 
 170 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci, voted yes. 171 

 Councilpersons Puzzo, and Raspa-Gore were absent. 172 
 Ordinance 06-07 introduced. 173 
 174 

Introduction of Ordinance 07-07 entitled: This Ordinance was held for further 175 
amending 176 

 177 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 247 TITLED 178 
“STREETS AND SIDEWALKS” BY DELETING AND REPEALING 179 
ORDINANCE 2417-18, VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES , AND 180 
REPLACING IT WITH A NEW ORDINANCE 247-18, VIOLATIONS AND 181 
PENALTIES 182 
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 183 
A motion was made by Council, seconded by Councilman to adopt on first 184 
reading Ordinance 07-07. 185 
 186 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci ( ). 187 
Puzzo ( ), Raspa-Gore ( ) 188 

 189 
 Introduction of Ordinance 08-07 entitled: 190 

 191 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE I “PLANNING BOARD” BY 192 
ADDING A NEW SECTION 37-4.G 193 
 194 
A motion was made by Council, seconded by Councilman to adopt on first 195 
reading Ordinance 08-07. 196 
 197 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci, voted yes. 198 
Councilpersons Puzzo and Raspa-Gore were absent. 199 
Ordinance 08-07 introduced. 200 

 201 
 Introduction of Ordinance 09-07 entitled: 202 

 203 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 11-06 AND TO FIX 204 
THE COMPENSATION RANGE FOR 9-1-1 TELECOMMUNICATION 205 
DISPATCHERS 206 
 207 
A motion was made by Councilperson, seconded by Councilperson to adopt on 208 
first reading Ordinance 09-07. 209 
 210 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci voted yes. 211 
Councilpersons Puzzo and Raspa-Gore were absent. Ordinance 09-07 introduced. 212 
 213 

 Introduction of Ordinance 10-07 entitled: 214 
 215 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 290 OF THE ORDINANCES 216 
OF THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA ENTITLED ZONING BY THE 217 
ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 290-24H 218 
 219 
A motion was made by Council Raucci, seconded by Councilman Choi to adopt 220 
on first reading Ordinance 10-07. 221 
 222 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran ( ), Choi ( ), Hawkins ( ), Puzzo ( ), 223 
Raspa-Gore ( ), Raucci ( ). 224 
 225 
 226 
 227 
 228 
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Introduction of Ordinance 11-07 entitled: 229 
 230 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE REPLACEMENT OF 231 
SANITARY SEWER MAINS ON SPRING STREET AND THE 232 
CONSTRUCTION OF A SALT STORAGE DOME IN, BY AND FOR THE 233 
BOROUGH OF LEONIA, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 234 
NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,000,000 TO PAY 235 
THE COST THEREOF, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 236 
TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 237 
ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF 238 
THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 239 
 240 
A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman 241 
Choi to adopt on first reading Ordinance 11-07. 242 
 243 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raucci voted yes. 244 
Councilpersons Puzzo and Raspa-Gore were absent. 245 

 246 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 247 
No one spoke. 248 
 249 
CORRESPONDENCE 250 
 251 
Councilman Raucci made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Hawkins. All in 252 
favor; none opposed. 253 
 254 
As there was no further business before the Governing Body, the meeting was adjourned 255 
at 8:45pm 256 
 257 
Respectfully submitted, 258 
 259 
 260 
 261 
Fran Lehmann 262 
Borough Clerk 263 
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